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be averted, and he may possibly be led in the end to
do only what is right, it by no means follows that
his condition will be as high as it might have been
if he had chosen that one of the two alternatives
which was the right one.    For while actions depend
upon an   exercise of  the will,  taking   the word
" actions " in the widest sense, including for instance
the control of the thoughts in so far as it is voluntary,
character is something more than this, and is not to
be formed in a moment by an act of the will, but is
ordinarily a plant of slow growth, gradually formed
as the result of repeated exercises of the will, though
grafted on the stock of congenital dispositions, which
very probably are in part hereditary.    Thus  two
men might conceivably absolutely avoid everything
that was wrong, following completely that which was
right (though I do not say that that is a condition
which is ever attained in the present life), and yet
one might be much superior to the other in the
positive  elements  of character; one, for instance,
might be a man of warmer affections than the other,
of a more loving and a more lovable  character.
And one bad effect, as it seems to me, of an exag-
geration of the final evil consequences of evil-cloing
to the evil-doer himself is that it leads him to con-
centrate his attention on avoidance of these extreme
evil consequences, and think that if he is safe from
these the rest does not matter.